
Barriers to Learning 

St Francis RC Primary is a one from entry primary school which caters for children from the age of 3 

to 11. There are around 260 children on role. The school serves a very diverse, inner city population, 

with children coming from over 30 countries, with over 30 different languages spoken in school.  

 The proportion of children who speak English as an additional language is well above the 

national average (43 %).  

 The proportion of children currently eligible for the children premium grant is above 

national average (40%). 

 The proportion of children currently with SEN Support or EHCP is 33% 

  12% of our children are living within one of the top most deprived areas in England, which 

brings additional challenges to our families.  90% of our children live in the top 10% of most 

deprived areas in England. 

Main Barriers to Learning  

Each cohort of children is very different,  with a range of barriers to learning . As a result we carefully 

analyse  the needs of each cohort and each individual child, and create an appropriate action plan 

for each cohort. However there are some common barriers. These identified barriers affect a high 

proportion of our children, some of whom are eligible for Pupil Premium and some who aren’t.  

School readiness 

 The vast majority of children enter the Early Years Nursery at 3 years of age within the low 

to extremely low developmental age range, especially for language and communication.  Our 

Foundation Stage Unit has been developed, over the last 5 years,  to meet the needs of 

children starting school at such low developmental levels and our end of FS scores have 

been above National levels for the last 5 years.  This has been achieved through the support 

of an EYFS consultant, funded by Pupil Premium. We have also employed a Speech and 

Language Therapist who works mainly with the Foundation stage children. 

 

SEND 

 We have a wide range of SEND represented in our school. We are quick to identify and 

respond to possible needs. Each child identified has interventions put in place to meet their 

needs – this could range from some additional support for specific lessons, precision 

teaching to catch up or a named intervention such as FFT 

 We ensure that Teachers and Teaching Assistants have access to training about the different 

types of SEN that they may experience in our school 

 We also put training in place for specific interventions such as FFT and Inference training 

 All of our cohorts have high levels of  children SEND with some cohorts having very high 

numbers of SEND children also being in receipt of Pupil Premium funding  Eg: The current 

year 6 have a  very high percentage of Pupil premium children (61%) in total  with 63% of 

that  PP group also having special educational needs .  



 

Welbeing/ Emotional health 

 Many of our children have barriers to learning as a result of  low levels of self-esteem, low 

resilience and poor self-control/ anger 

 We approach this through a highly supportive school ethos which puts children at the heart 

of every decision. 

 More specific Individual support is given through our school counsellor  

 We have also made Sport and PE a high profile part of every child’s life at school, with the 

aim that every child will represent the school in a sport before they leave for high school. To 

achieve this we introduce the children to a very wide range of sports. Healthy lifestyles are 

supported through our Change 4 Life team and a large choice of sports based clubs and 

activities before and after school and at break and lunchtimes 

 We aim to give children increasing responsibilities as they move through school. These 

responsibilities include School/ Eco/Sports and Rights Respecting councils, Reading Buddies 

from KS2 classes working with younger children, following training, for one lunchtime each 

week. 

 

 


