
Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

Advent is a season observed in many Western Christian churches as a time of                   

expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at               

Christmas. The term is a version of the Latin word meaning "coming" . 

 

In school we mark Advent with an Advent wreath which we light on Monday morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wreath has candles which are lit to symbolise the light of God coming into the world 

through the birth of Christ. 

 

On the first, second and fourth Sundays of Advent a purple candle is lit (each Sunday 

the candle from the previous Sunday is re-lit).  

The colour purple is used during the period of Lent reminding us to prepare a welcome 

for Jesus during the season.  

On the third Sunday of Advent a pink candle is lit. Pink is the colour of joy to remind us 

that we should be ready to welcome  Christ at Christmas. 

On Christmas Eve the white candle is lit to celebrate the birth of Christ—The Light of 

the World. 

 

 

Another way we prepare, is by practicing our Christmas songs. School is alive with the 

sound of  lovely singing  at the moment. It sounds so joyful. I can’t wait for the next few 

days of rejoicing. I hope that as many parents as possible can join us at some point 

over the next few days for  mince pies, drinks and  companionship.  

If you know someone who may be alone this  Christmas, why not invite them to our 

Christmas concert on Wednesday at 9am.  

 

 

 

 

 

At 4pm  on Christmas Eve, there will be  a special  

Christmas mass at St Francis Church.  

There will be  singing led by the choir from Sacred 

Heart and The Ambition Project. It would be lovely 

to see a packed church. If you can come along, 

please do. 
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SCHOOL CLOSES AT 1.30pm on WEDNESDAY 21ST DECEMBER 

SCHOOL RE-OPENS AT 8.45am on MONDAY 9TH JANUARY 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to all the parents, grandparents, aunties, uncles and friends who have supported 

the children this term. It is this real partnership that makes such a difference to your child’s 

learning and happiness. Thank you for coming along to watch the assemblies and plays and 

for sending in money which has allowed school trips to take place this term. 

On behalf  of  all the staff, may I thank you for  all the cards , gifts and good wishes. We wish 

you all a happy and holy holiday. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Well done to Chloe Concar’s mum who has passed her Masters Degree with distinction. 

What a clever lady! 

Congratulations to Lawrence in Y5 who recently passed his grade 1 piano exam.  

Also, well done to all our talented sports people who have made us so proud this term with 

all their  achievements.  

PARKING 

Please do not park in the church grounds when dropping off or picking up your children. Thank you. 

Don’t forget to keep an eye on our website: 

Stfrancismanchester.com  

FUNDRAISING 

This year, our school budget has  been greatly reduced and next year we are facing even  

greater cuts. We are working very hard to ensure that these cuts will not affect the  high 

standard of  education and  loveliness that we pride ourselves on.  

Thank you for your support throughout the year. 

Last week we held a Race Night. Mr Connolly organised and hosted the event which raised a 

massive £675 for school. Huge thanks to him and to everyone who attended  or bought a 

horse .  

We are hoping to run more fundraising events soon which will help school to keep providing 

the little extras that make school such a welcoming place for our community. If  you have any 

ideas , please speak to a member of  staff….no idea too big or too small  or to crazy...anything 

considered! 

 

We are also considering as Soul choir for adults. Anyone interested in joining? 


