
Dear Parent / Carer, 

I hope you all had a lovely Easter holiday. Hopefully the rain will stop 

soon and allow us to enjoy the next holiday! 

 

I wanted to take a little time telling you about a part of our job in school 

that not everyone is aware of . As you know, a school’s primary role is to 

educate children. In reality, the staff have far more roles than simply 

teaching the National curriculum. From the very early stages of                    

development in the Foundation Stage, we teach children essential life 

skills (manners, turn taking, sharing etc) We are “in loco parentis”,  

meaning that while the children are in school, we have the responsibility 

of being like parents to your children. We are responsible for their care, 

happiness and safety. It is this safety aspect that I want to explain to you 

now. 

 

The Children Act 1989 gave every child the right to protection from abuse 

and exploitation and the right to have inquiries made to safeguard their 

welfare. As part of this safeguarding measure, each school has a duty , a 

legal responsibility, to have at least one Designated Person  (DP) for 

safeguarding. In our school, the DPs are Mrs Frize, Mrs McGowan and 

Miss Helliwell. We undertake regular training and ensure that the rest of 

the staff have annual training as required by Law.  

 

As part of the intensive training , we have very strict guidelines about 

what must happen if a child tells someone that they have been hurt or 

threatened or feels unsafe. This usually requires us to contact or involve 

other agencies (Childrens Social Services / Police / School Health etc) 

They may then investigate what has happened. They  will offer support , 

advice, intervention. They are the safety mechanism for families and they 

are there to help make things better for everyone….but especially our 

children.  

 

When families hear “Social services” they sometimes feel frightened and 

worried. People hear stories of how social workers “take the children 

away”. This is a very, very rare thing. It is the job of Social  Workers to 

help families. To make sure that worries are removed, families are 

helped with stresses and that any children in the family are safe and  

happy. At the end of the day, that is what everyone wants. 

 

Mrs Frize 
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SAD NEWS…. 

Staff were very sad to hear that one of our neighbours on Ellenbrook Close was  

verbally abused by one of our parents this week. There is no need for aggressive          

behaviour and bad language….particularly in front of children.  

Please respect our lovely neighbours and do not allow your children to walk or urinate 

on the gardens or throw their pebbles. 

Thank you 

Fr AndrewFr AndrewFr Andrew   
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SPORTING NEWS….. 

Congratulations to our Street Cheer team who represented school in Wythenshawe.  

They will going on to the National Cheerleading Championships later this term. 

 

Our handball team recently went to the Handball World Cup to watch teams         

from all over the world play top class sport.  

 

We met the men’s USA team! 

 

Father Andrew  led the First Holy Communion Mass on Saturday.  

Congratulations to  Ati, Moses, Shadrach, Candy, Ashlie-Anne, Liliana, Nicho-

las, Sam, Blake and Kiera.  

We look forward to seeing  the other children make their First Holy Commun-

ions in the next few weeks. 

Manchester Fayre are our school dinner providers. They have sent the following for us to pass on to 

you….. 

 

We would very much appreciate if you could promote this parents’ survey via your usual communica-

tion channels with parents and carers, such as newsletters, emails and social media.  The closing date 

is Friday 13 May.   

 

As a thank you for taking part, each time a parent completes a survey your school will be entered into 

a competition to win £100 worth of vouchers to spend on equipment or resources for the school.  The 

more parents that complete the survey, the more chances your school will have in winning a prize. 

 

The survey should take no longer than 10 minutes to complete. Please copy and paste this link for the 

Parents' Survey: 

http://www.enventure.co.uk/manchesterfayresurvey/ 

http://www.enventure.co.uk/manchesterfayresurvey/

